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improvers, and I fervently pray that no modern landscape-gardener may be let loose 'on it with the idea of making it a picturesque background to the new capital. Let it remain exactly as it is, including even the Mutiny memorial, which, though horrible as architecture, has gained associations which no modern monument, however beautiful architecturally, could acquire.
It is doubtful, as I write, whether the laying of the foundation-stone will be more than a symbolic act, for the Durbar site, with its dead level and swampy subsoil, presents extraordinary difficulties to the engineer. But if the north is barred, so also, to a large extent, is the south, which is strewn with the tombs of kings, cour-. tiers, and sages, and with the vast deserted fortresses and walled cities left by the vanished dynasties that preceded the Mogul Empire. Unless it be the Roman Campagna, there is no region in the world